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President’s Corner: Ernie Padgette

   
The Usual Suspects
   Do you remember the famous quote from the
movie “Casablanca”?  The quote by the police
captain, when he says “Round up the usual
suspects”?  The idea engendered by the quote is
that of a stylized approach; an approach in
which we all know there won’t be anything new discovered; we’re just
going through the motions, doing the “same old, same old” and we’ll
get the usual, and worthless, result we got last time. And, the time
before that. And, the time before that.
   Well, that’s how I usually feel whenever we have anything
resembling work going on at the FARM Club; or ever our sister club,
CMB.  I show up for the work party or the meeting and I see the same
old faces; the same people I’ve see for the past 10 or 15 years.  The only
time anything changes is when someone dies or becomes temporarily,
or permanently, infirm. Otherwise, we just keep trucking along; with
the same people doing all the work and all the business of the club. 

And that, although it has been going along for quite a few years now, simply cannot continue.  And believe me;
when something cannot continue, it won’t.
   There is another old saying that comes to mind: “Ten percent of the people do 90 percent of the work”.  Well,
we now have a bit less that 70 members of the FARM club.  And, about the same, roughly, at CMB.  That
would mean approximately 7 people are doing all the work of each club.  And since I can’t remember any time
we’ve had more than a handful of people working at the same time, or even attending the club meetings, that
seems about right.  I know, the younger club members are still working.  They have jobs.  And, they have
children and families that need time and attention.  And sure, the older members are, in the main, retired.  That
means they have plenty of time on their hands and they’re all looking for something to do, right?  Well, not
really.  Not even close.
   The simple fact is the people who are doing all the work now are the same people who were doing all the
work ten years ago.  And, in some cases, 20 years ago.  Or even longer.  And some of us are really struggling to
keep the clubs going.  None of us could, by any stretch of the imagination, be considered as being in the prime
of life.  I can’t speak for everyone, of course; but my “prime” was several decades in the past.  I was doing a lot



of work with volunteer groups before some of our members were born.  And I am not the only member of the
club leadership whose is beginning to struggle with things that used to be easy.  We need help!
   If FARM and CMB are to continue, there has to be a change.  The Old Guard can keep going for a few more
years.  But I think we have all fairly and completely earned the right to say ”It is time for some new blood to
step forward and at least help out now and again”.  If you enjoy this hobby of ours, then it’s time to step
forward.  You don’t have to do anything special, or anything really hard.  But you do have to do something. 
Thanks; 
Fly Safe.

  Ernie P. 

President’s Pilot Box: Ernie Padgette
- See above.
- No additional Club specific items this Month. 

 Ernie P.

Vice President’s Pilot Box: Nic Burhans
- No specific items this Month.
- Stay Cool

  Nic

Secretary’s Pilot Box: Nic Burhans

- Yes, the Sheriff Departments are aware:



- We have a newly rejoined Member: Michael Harper.  Welcome Back Michael!

- FARM Club Calendar:
Upcoming 2025 events:

August 31 Sunday FARM Club Day & Fun Fly #5 @ Club Field All Day
Picnic, Pilot Training, and Flight Check day
CD: Ernie Padgette Food:  ???

August 31 Sunday FARM Club Meeting @ Club Field 1:00 PM

September 13-14 Sat-Sun FARM Pattern Contest @ FARM Field All Day
CD: Don Szczur dszczur@verizon.net  

September 23 Tuesday FARM Club Zoom Meeting 7:00 PM

September 28 Sunday FARM Club Day & Fun Fly #6 @ Club Field All Day
Picnic, Pilot Training and Flight Check day
CD: ??? Food:  ???

October 8-9 Wed-Th Culpeper Airfest STEM Days / static displays 8A-4P
CD: Nic Burhans npb6218@earthlink.net 

October 11  Sat Culpeper Airfest static display / air show 7AM-4PM
CD: Nic Burhans npb6218@earthlink.net 

October 28 Tuesday FARM Club Zoom Meeting  7:00 PM
2026 FARM Board Nominations Open

November 4 Tuesday State/Local Election Day All Day

November 25 Tuesday FARM Club Zoom Meeting 7:00 PM
2026 FARM Board Nominations Close
Voting begins

December 6 Saturday Joint CMB and FARM Christmas Party 6:00-10 PM
2026 FARM Board Election Concludes

Remember to Be SAFE and stay hydrated! 

 Nic 

Treasurer’s Pilot Box: Nic Burhans

-  As of 14 August, the FARM Club presently has 58 members.  (19 Regular members, 33 Senior members, 1
Junior member, 1 Associate member, and 4 Life members).
- As of 12 June, the Club presently has a balance of $5,950.20 in the general fund.
Continue to Be Safe and Cool

  Nic 



Safety Officer’s Pilot Box: Mike Wiczalkowski
- No Club specific items this Month. 

Continue to Be Safe 

  Mike

Field Marshal’s Pilot Box: Ralph Graul

- The grass has slowed its growing rampage.  We will be returning to our regular once a week
mowing schedule.
- Thank you to the extra mid-week mowers.
- No other Club specific items this Month.

  Ralph

Member at Large’s Pilot Box: Charlie Koustenis
- No Club specific items this Month.

  Charlie

Member at Large’s Pilot Box: Bill Flathers
- No Club specific items this Month.

  Bill F 

Web Master’s Pilot Box: Dick Sutton
- No Club website specific items this Month.

  Dick

FARM Member “Tips & Projects” Box: Any FARM Member
- No member items this Month. 

“From the Field” Anything Input Pilot Box: Any FARM Member

- Reminder from the Virginia State Police:



Nic Burhans

- FYI: FARM Pattern Contest
- And we will need helpers.



FARM CLUB 2024 OFFICERS
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernie Padgette 540-439-6085
Vice President  . . . . . . . . .Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Treasurer/Contact Point . .Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Mike Wiczalkowski 571-437-4705
Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . .Ralph Graul 540-729-1586
Webmaster. . . . . . . . . . . . Dick Sutton    rsutton43@comcast.net
Training Coordinator. . . . Ralph Graul 540-729-1586

The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It
is forwarded to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation
are welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter articles are those of the individual author and do not necessarily
reflect those of FARM Inc.  
Publishing input deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please forward all inputs (Pictures in jpg format) to:
Nic Burhans  
6061 Captains Walk E-Mail: npb6218@earthlink.net  
Broad Run, VA 20137-1959
540-219-9646 Our Club web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com


