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In full-scale, hazardous operations there is a catch 
phrase: “normalization of deviance".  The 

implication is that if we operate in an unsafe manner 
and get away with a hazardous situation often 
enough, we will accept it as being safe.  Range 

checking “modern” radios might be an example.  In 
the “olden” days radio failures were far more 

common so there was high motivation for range 
checks.  Now days there is not so much motivation. 
All the failures I can recall in the past several years 

were “binding” failures that were caught prior to a 
range check.  But non-the-less, inside that 

transmitter, somewhere lurks an analog RF signal 
that must exit the magic box with enough power to 
control things at a distance.    RF chip problem, loose/ 

broken antenna, other?  These are enough reasons to 
still perform a range check.  In the non-digital world 
distance matters.  There is a corollary principal that 

says if something is known to work repeatedly, we 
never question whether it is in fact working, we 

simply expect it to continue, like gravity for example.  
I’ll call this the “expectation of the usual”.  This takes 
me back to our modern equipment: the range check 

usually is a non-event, and binding success “always” 
allows us to fly multiple 2.4gHz radios at the same 

time. Usually.   
 

Below please note a report from the Barnstormers 
(Culpeper) of a dual-binding event where two 
transmitters were bound to one model.  The report 

was generated by the flyers involved. I was a witness 
to the event; the report is accurate.   The incident 

involved a main or host receiver bound to one 
transmitter and a satellite or remote receiver bound 
to a second transmitter.  Here the remote receiver 

was used to convert the model for use with a different 
transmitter and protocol.  Note that for this remote 

receiver and for some other remote receivers (most?), 
binding is retained in the remote without being 
connected to the host receiver.  So here the ability to 

use a different protocol transmitter was provided by 
the host accepting a remote receiver data stream via 

a serial port.  Despite the usual expectation that the 
successful remote binding would be used (since it 
was bound as a pair with the host), BOTH bindings 

were active, with control from either transmitter 
possible. 

 
Now while the above is perhaps an unusual 
configuration, and hopefully the problem is limited 

to this, or a few other manufactures, consider the 
following scenario with the widely used Spektrum 

remote.  My buddy gives me a remote he no longer 
uses.  I have this remote, and one of mine, on the 
bench. I then accidentally re-install/install, for some 

reason, the “gift” in an existing plane.  Because I 
believe the correct remote was installed, I forget, or 

don’t bother to rebind the remote and host pair.  IF 
the host doesn’t “catch” this error I might fly for 
months, not realizing the remote is not really 

functioning.  Then my buddy shows up on the same 
day as I do and powers up his transmitter first.  I then 

power on my plane and when my remote accepts the 



 
 

commands from his radio, surprises happen just like 
the incident reported.  Or worse, I take-off with my 

transmitter bound to the host, but when the signal 
quality is low enough, the remote bound to my 

buddy’s transmitter takes control…….and different 
surprises happen.  I don’t have enough Spektrum 
equipment to perform an experiment, but I hope their 

equipment is smart enough to not allow a dissimilar 
bound remote to operate with a host.  And yes, any 

install/re-install of a remote should warrant a 
rebinding.  Now I have looked at the specification for 
serial data transmitted out of a Spektrum remote (and 

I assume other compatible remotes) and do not see 
any binding data included with the flight control 

data.  I can speculate on why this might be so, but 
without an understanding of the specific RF 
components and the sequence of the binding process 

in the signal processing……. well I could be wrong.  
I am hoping that someone with two Spektrum 

Tx/Rx/Remote set ups will swap remotes and 
perform an experiment and report the results.  
However, until there is other information , I am 

encouraging users of any remote receivers to study 
this report and depending on their configuration(s), 

perform tests to insure they avoid a dual-binding 
where an installed remote is, or could become, 
differently bound (transmitter and/or protocol) than 

the host.  And of course, whenever possible to 
bind/re-bind any new or modified remote/host pair 

receivers. 
 
Sorry for the long dissertation.  Admittedly his was 

an extremely rare event requiring several unusual 
things to have occurred.  Not a cause for panic, just a 

little caution about our expectations of what 
“usually” happens.  
 

Please see the FARM website for the complete 
incident report". 

 

Gordon C. 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES – Upcoming Events 
Jeff Killen 

 

1. Club Meeting, via zoom, 7:00 PM, 10/25/2022. 
2. National/State/Local Election Day, all day, 

11/8/2022.   

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Jeff Killen  

 

The September club meeting was held virtually via 

zoom on September 27.  A group of twelve were in 

attendance on the call.  Ernie Padgette led the 

meeting. 

 

Officer Reports 

Vice President (Ernie Padgette) – He is seeking to 

contact Les Broaddus and Herb Weinberg. 

 

Secretary (Jeff Killen) – no report 

 

Member at Large (Charlie Koustenis) – no report 

 

Web Master (Dick Sutton) – not present, no report 

 

Treasurer (Nic Burhans) – We have $5289 in the 

bank currently.  Compared to our budget, we are 

$800 in the black.   

 

Float Fly report – We had 28 pilots, and sold 42 

lunches.  We earned $80.51 and collected 20 lbs of 

food, and $72 for the food bank.   

 

Pattern Contest report – We had 10 flyers who paid 

$30 each.  This covered all costs, and we ended up 

$137 ahead. 

 

Fun Flys are done for the year.   

 

The Club Christmas party is on December 3, at the 

Azteca restaurant in Warrenton. 

 

Safety Officer (Gordon Collyer) – He described an 

incident that occurred at the CMB field.  Two spread 

spectrum transmitters were able to control the same 

helo model.  The point was not to do the binding 

procedure with both transmitters present.  He will 

explain more in the Safety Officer’s Corner article. 

 

Field Marshall (Ralph Graul) – He is cutting the 

field; fill ins by others are not needed. 

 

Old Business 

There was no old business. 



 
 

New Business 

Board elections for 2023 are coming; be sure get the 

candidate’s OK to serve before submitting the 

nomination. 

 

Culpepper Air Fest – All positions are filled.  Friday 

night is sponsor’s night with a lighted flight.  

Saturday activities were listed by time slots.  The 

STEM days are Wednesday and Thursday preceding 

the Saturday show. 

 

Old Business 

Ralph Graul reported that the club’s boat with a leak 

will be sealed before the Float Fly event.  He also 

will be working toward replacing the electric motor 

with a newer/better model. 

 

Pattern Contest Photos (from September 17-18) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FARM OFFICERS for 2022 
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Rothbart 703-327-0476 
Vice President  . . . . . . .    Ernie Padgett 540-439-6085 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Killen 703-369-0807 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nic Burhans 540-219-9646 

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Gordon Collyer 540-547-4117 
Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . . Ralph Graul 540-729-1586  
Member at Large. . . . . . .  Charlie Koustenis 703-378-6214 

 

FARM Newsletter Staff 
 
Editor Jeff Killen 

 
Printer: None 

Manassas, VA 

 

The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It is 
mailed to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation are 

welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect 
those of FARM Inc.  Publishing deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please mail all input to: 
 

Jeff Killen     
10297 Woodmont Ct.  E-Mail:killenjeffrey@gmail.com   

Manassas, VA 20110-6164 

703-369-0807   Our web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com 
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