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Well; this year has been a bit different for all of us, 

in a lot of ways. To start out the year on a memorable 

note, I managed to injure my left shoulder on January 

3rd while hunting. Happy New Year. Actually, I 

wasn’t hunting. I was walking back out of the woods 

after hunting and fell; but I’m told it still counts as a 

“hunting accident”. I managed to get the necessary 

surgery done just before the Covid 19 thing shut most 

of the fun things down; but January was still pretty 

much a total loss. February and March were spent 

wearing the biggest “abductor sling” ever seen and 

sleeping sitting up. Even after all that, April, May 

and June were mostly spent with my left arm used 

mainly to fill out the left sleeve of my shirts. While 

on that subject, I want to offer a word of thanks to all 

the FARM Club members who were kind enough to 

help me with flying for those many long weeks when 

just carrying my transmitter counted as heavy lifting. 

Thanks guys. 

 

Suffice it to say my flying season got off to a less 

than roaring start. Then, week after week of 

alternating rain, wind and cold disrupted all of our 

schedules. It was the worst spring for flying I can 

remember, and I’m told that’s the opinion of more 

than a few people. But as we got into summer, things 

started to get better. With a lot of help from my 

friends, I managed to do enough flying during the 

breaks in the weather to at least get the winter rust 

knocked off. And by the time we got into fall, things 

were almost back to normal. Well; normal for me, at 

least. 

 

Gordon Collyer finished the two Flying Machines 

(As in Don Muddiman’s The Flying Machine) he 

was building for us; one for him and one for me. 

Gordon did most (okay, all) the work and calculating 

necessary to construct the planes. My part was to 

offer constructive criticism, stupid comments and 

pay the costs. This is a plane I’ve wanted since I first 

started flying radio control. I remember thinking, 

while Bill McMullen was instructing me in the finer 

arts of controlling these toys, that if I ever got to the 

point that I could fly one of those pocket rockets I 

would be happy. Well, as Susie Holloman taught me 

in High School, the definition of what will make you 

happy seems to be a sliding scale; but I am happy 

with The Flying Machine. Well, I was pretty happy 

with Susie, to tell the truth. But that’s another story. 

Back to The Flying Machine. A light, 40” wingspan 

plane with a 6S battery and a motor cranking at 

17,600 RPMs will haul the mail. And everything I 

had heard about the flight envelope of the plane 

turned out to be true. This plane will fly slowly, fly 

fast (WOW!) and turn on a dime with six cents 

change. It will accelerate straight up until you can’t 

see it, get out of sight before you realize it and do a 



 

 

snap roll (actually, two snap rolls) faster than 

anything I’ve ever flown. What a blast! Flight times 

are sufficient; about the same length of time I can 

hold my breath. Gordon is a master craftsman and did 

a great job on the planes. Thank you, Sir. 

 

As we got into fall, the weather started improving 

and I started getting into the swing of things. With all 

the down time from bad weather and social 

distancing, I started to make a minor dent in my long 

list of “planes I want to fly one day”. I assembled an 

Avanti S electric ducted fan (EDF) jet. That one is 

waiting on its maiden, but I’m still hoping to put it 

into the air this year. But I did assemble a new Habu 

STS EDF and I’ve got at least 40 flights on it over 

the last couple of months. Paul Lochario talked me 

into buying his 70” wingspan Revolver with an O.S. 

1.10 engine and I’ve flown it a lot. I liked the plane 

so much I somehow wound up with an electric 

version of the same plane. And a gas version with a 

20cc DLE. It’s a long story, but there’s a simple 

explanation and it made perfect sense at the time. I 

still have to maiden the large Ultimate (Charlie 

Koustenis put in a larger engine for me) and the 65” 

wingspan Fw-190 with the Saito 100. And, 

somehow, the list of planes waiting for me to get to 

them seems to be just as long. 

 

The flying season is now winding down. Even 

though the weather has been fantastic for the past 

week, and I’ve been doing a lot of flying, the 

impending chill of another winter can still be felt in 

the mornings. Our flying days this year are dwindling 

to a precious few. But there is a natural rhythm to the 

passing of the years. Right now, I have to convert the 

van from “flying mode” into “hunting mode”. 

Hunting season starts in a few days and it’s time to 

get ready to head back into the woods. You know, 

there’s a lot of fun to be had in this world; and I’m 

doing my best to take care of my share. But I can’t 

do it all on my own. You have to do your share, too. 

Be sure you make time to have fun, whatever the 

circumstances. Life is like a party: If you’re having 

fun, you tend to stay around until the very end. If 

you’re not having fun, you tend to check out and go 

home early. Be happy.  

 

See you at the field;  

 

Ernie Padgette 

EDITOR’S NOTES – Upcoming Events 
Jeff Killen 

 

1. Club Meeting, virtually, 7:00 PM, 11/24/2020 

2. Joint CMB and FARM Christmas Party, 

December 5, 6:30 PM, CANCELLED 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Jeff Killen  

 

The club meeting was held virtually on October 27.  

About thirteen members were present during the 

zoom call/meeting. During the call, my connection 

dropped off several times, so I will give you what 

news I was able to capture. The Warrenton 

Community Center is closed for now.  So join us in 

the zoom meetings !  You don’t even have to leave 

home to participate ! 

 

News 

There was some discussion about the mower status 

before the meeting officially began.  Contact Bill 

Towne if you have any questions on this. 

 

Dave Rothbart began the meeting at 7:05 PM.  He 

thanked Carl Hampton for his work in supporting 

the zoom meetings. 

 

Dave recognized “Heroes of the Month”.  We had 

an incident where hot air balloonists used the field 

one Saturday morning, and in retrieving their 

equipment drove 3 F150 trucks onto the field 

leaving ruts on it.  Two of our guys, Ralph Graul and 

??? re-rolled the field.  Thanks guys, for your help.  

We may get some $$$ from the balloonists for our 

trouble (we will see).   

 

Another item mentioned was sending money to the 

Fauquier County food bank by the club.  One 

member in the meeting asked about how to 

participate.  Nic replied that a check to FARM 

noting the money is for the food bank will work.   

 

Dave also thanked Dick Sutton for his work on the 

web site art provided by Don Szczur (who reported 

on the FARM Pattern Contest he attended). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Board Member Reports 

Vice President – Bill Towne noted that the COVID-

19 situation is getting him down.  He is working on 

a H22 (boat) building project.   

 

Treasurer - Nic Burhans reported that we have 

$4942 in the bank currently.  We are about $293 

ahead of projections for the year.  55 members have 

not yet renewed for 2021, but it is early yet.  Don’t 

forget to renew your AMA; you can print your AMA 

card from their website. 

 

Field Marshall – John Gilbert – not much to report 

 

Secretary – Jeff Killen noted that in light of the 

adjustments to schedule caused by the pandemic, 

members will receive a newsletter before the 

November meeting, which is on the 4th Tuesday this 

month.  We don’t need to put a ballot in that 

newsletter (and thus we used to delay it until after 

the meeting as in prior years.) 

 

Member-at-Large – Charlie Koustenis – he reported 

that one of our former members, Tom Chipley, has 

passed away. 

 

Presentation 

Carl Hampton did a nice presentation on the NEAT 

Fair which he attended in upstate New York.  This 

event is held annually, about 150 miles north of New 

York City. This is an all-electric fly in event. Carl 

showed many pictures from the event while running 

the zoom meeting.  Nice job, Carl ! 

 

FLYING ON NOVEMBER 8 
Jeff Killen 

 

It was a beautiful day to fly, with warm temps and 

light winds, so I made it out to the field. Pictures on 

this page are from that day.   

 

I’m happy to report that my winter building project 

(Calypso) from earlier this year, took to the air, and 

flew like a champ.  It only needed a bit of up elevator 

trim (probably need to remove a few ounces of lead 

I had in the nose).  Thanks Don Manson, for the 

moral support and elevator trim adjustments. 

 

 
Jeff’s Calypso, ready for the first ‘post repair’ flight. 

 

 
Les Broaddus readies his Pegasus for a flight. 

 

 
Don Manson looks over his bird. 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARM OFFICERS for 2020 

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Rothbart 703-327-0476 

Vice President  . . . . . . . . . Bill Towne 540-428-1053 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Killen 703-369-0807 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nic Burhans 540-219-9646 

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Ernie Padgett 540-439-6085 

Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . . John Gilbert 703-582-7144  

Member at Large. . . . . . .  Charlie Koustenis 703-378-6214 

 

The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It is 

mailed to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation are 

welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect 

those of FARM Inc.  Publishing deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please mail all input to: 

 

Jeff Killen     

10297 Woodmont Ct.  E-Mail: killenjeffrey@gmail.net    

Manassas, VA 20110-6164 

703-369-0807   Our web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com 
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FARM Newsletter Staff 

 

Editor Jeff Killen 

 

Printer: No more !  

Manassas, VA 
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