
 
AMA Charter 1654 

July 2019 

SECRETARY’S CORNER 
Jeff Killen 

 

 
 
A few notes from the “walk thru the Wright Experience” 

back in April. 

 

Our host for the walk thru was Ken Hyde, a bit of a 

surprise as we were expecting Bill Hadden.  Ken is a 

name of some notoriety in aviation.  That he flew for 

American Airlines for 33 years, and lived for a few years 

during the waning years of Orville Wright’s life would 

be enough.  But beyond that, he opened the shop (back in 

1992) that we toured.  As he put it, “what started as a 

hobby went wild”.   

 

In 1992, the folks built a Wright model B at the request 

of the Army.  Some odd thing occurred, regarding trading 

sky cranes, and this was how the Army paid for the 

project.  In all, 4 copies were built, and they went to 

various museums.   

 

As 2003 approached, many groups sought to build “the 

plane” for the celebration of the 100 year anniversary of 

flight. A new director favored the Wright Experience 

team, and gave them the coveted 1035 time slot to fly on 

that day, December 17, 2003.   

The day for the flight was miserable (and I even 

remember seeing the news cast cover the event).  There 

was much rain.  In fact, they were unable to fly on 12-17-

2003.  It seems there were some 98’-110’ flights later.   

 

Ken described the plane as “unstable at all speeds” and 

“very dangerous”.  Water had been thrown onto the 

engine cylinder #4 on the day of the flight.  This robbed 

the engine of needed power.  The big crowd that came 

out was disappointed.   

 

As our tour progressed, Ken stopped along the way.  At 

each stop, which I will number in this narrative, he 

showed us something about the work they do in the shop. 

 

Stop #1 – We heard the story of the Parks 2A, described 

as a “way to learn how to build and fly”.  Later in the tour 

we saw a partially build fuselage of this plane.  The plane 

was also a moneymaker for the Parks company. 

 

Stop #2 – We saw pictures of early planes and gliders, 

from 1901 and 1902.  The wings had 7’ chord, and could 

be flown forward or backward.  In these days, the 

Wrights studied tables published by Otto Lilienthal on 

airfoils.  The Wright brothers saw errors in these tables 

and avoided them.  The Wrights were encouraged to 

“come tell us about gliding” by Chanute, another early 

pioneer of flight.  But they declined.  

 

The 1902 glider was the best.  You can even go to 

Jockey’s Ridge near where the Wrights flew and fly one 

of these today.  With this glider, the Wrights learned how 

to coordinate wing control with the rudder.  This was a 

charm. 

 

Stop #3 – Canard study – shown on a full-size model.  

Fore/aft (non-intuitive) controls for the rudder.  The 

builders sought to cover up long straight wooden 

structures on the planes, to hide whether they were made 

of spruce or ash.   

 

Stop #4 – We saw a 1911 Wright EX, Viz Fiz used to 

promote flying, and soft drinks.  A $50K prize was 

offered to any team which could fly across the country in 



 

 

50 days or less.  Cal Rogers and Wilbur Wright flew this 

plane, attempting to win the prize. 

 

Stop #5 – Wilbur Wright’s box of parts.  Covering 

material of muslim, like cotton, was explained.  This was 

made until 1928.  Engine efficiency was compared, 

Wright’s to Langley’s.  The numbers were: 

- Wright 12 hp motor lifted 62 pounds per hp 

- Langley 12 hp motor lifted 12 pounds per hp 

 

Stop #6 – 1902 glider weighed 175 lbs empty.  Propeller 

designs were shown.  Wilbur was in the lead with this, 

and France sought to copy his work. 

 

Stop #7 – This was the long-narrow shop where wood 

was steamed into shape.   

 

Stop #8 – Steel from Germany, used to make crankshafts, 

by drilling holes to get the many turns in the shaft. 

 

Stop #9 – A V-8 engine built from two 4-cylinder 

engines, developing 70 hp, powering a plane that flew 

70-75 mph. 

 

Stop #10 – Finished cowlings were shown.  Prop blanks 

table.  Wright props were 81% efficient, very close to 

props today which are about 84% efficient.   

 

Stop #11 – OX-5 engine 

 

Stop #12 – Vertical 4 cylinder engine, #20 of 60 built, 

used on the Wright model B.  The engine was obtained 

from a guy in Dayton, OH.  The guy got it from Orville 

who gave it up because the storage fee was too much.  

This is a very smooth running engine, and was displayed 

at the Paris Air Show, at Oshkosh, and various schools. 

 

Stop #13 – A tool to put 3” circle patterns on cowling 

sheet metal.   

 

Stop #14 – Fuselage and 5 cylinder motor for the Parks 

2A aircraft, circa 1929. 

 

Stop #15 – Photos of the Wright aircraft at the White 

House, models B and F. 

 

Before the tour began, we took a close look at Ralph 

Graul’s 1994 Thunderbird Super Coupe.  It has the 5 

speed manual transmission.  Only 820 of these cars were 

built (manual) with an additional 1722 automatics built.  

The car has a 230 hp, 3.8 L V-6 engine.  Nice car! 

 

Jeff Killen 
 

 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES – Upcoming Events 
Jeff Killen 

 

1. Club Meeting, at the field, 7:00 PM, 7/23/2019 

2. Fun Fly #5, at the field (and Pilot Training 

and Flight Check Day, all day, 8/5/2019 

3. Shenandoah Pattern Classic, Harrisonburg-

VA, all day, 8/17-18/2019 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Jeff Killen  
 

The June club meeting was held on June 25 at the club 

field.  Seven members were present, including four of the 

club officers.    

 

Nic Burhans  gave us a report on the recent Float Fly.  We 

had 37 pilots attend. 29 lunches were sold.  The 50/50 

drawing brought in $370 while the plane cost us only 

$212. We netted $210 from the event. 

 

Nic continued: We have $4284 in the bank now, and we 

are doing well. Fee for the next float fly, and the next 

quarter’s rent have also been paid. Four members are 

renewing their membership mid-year, and they have been 

notified. 

 

New Business 
For the pattern contest this weekend, we need a few 

volunteers to be runners for score sheets. 

 

For the scagg mower, we have a hole in the plate and 

could use the services of a welder to repair it. 

 

Old Business 
Ernie gave us an update on the field acquisition project.  

He had a meeting with the Fauquier county folks, but 

they have no field available now.  Our best bet is to find 

someone who can offer us land for a new flying field. 

 



 

 

For the Crockett Park event in October, we sent an email 

to two members who may be able to help.   

 

Officer Reports 
Bill Towne gave the vice president report. At the recent 

float fly, we had 37 pilots, and sold 62 meals. 

 

Ernie Padgette gave a field marshall report.  He simply 

noted that the field has been cut in preparation for the 

pattern contest in a few days, and the field is in good 

shape. 

 

The secretary had no report. 

 

Show and Tell 
Ernie Padgette 

- Sizing tool (gauge) for screws - $15 

- Backup Guard – Scorpion (from Heli Direct) – for 

airplane lipo battery.  It is a 2 cell lipo battery, weighs 

1.3 oz, and is rated at 500 maH, requires a charging 

cable ($3.99) 

- Two 4-channel 2.4 ghz receivers for trainer planes 

Duane Beck 

- Plate engraved with his CNC router machine. 

 

WINGS OF BALSA 

John Hunton 

Balsa Beetles 

Billy's father, Wilbur Stanley Hinman, was an excellent 

influence on Bill and all of us kids. Mr. Hinman organized 

us into the Falls Church Balsa Beetle model club, which 

lasted for many years. We got good support from the local 

VFW. We youngsters now had the chance to meet other 

kids with similar interests and we made many good 

friends. We also had the opportunity to hold offices in the 

club and take on some organizational responsibilities 

under Mr. Hinman's guidance. We formed a model club 

at high school and a glider club with Capt. Bryant, a 

neighbor of Charlie Rothstein, another modeler 

schoolmate of Bill and I. 

We would take our gliders out to try to better our own 

club records.  Records started at a couple of minutes in 

duration. In Crossman's field in Falls Church we were 

flying the Thermic 50's one day and the Bell XP-53 came 

over for flight tests. We just laid down in the field and 

watched this advanced jet do its thing. Another day when 

flying Thermics at Falls Church High School I got a good 

launch. The model hit a thermal and started going up and 

east, then it got higher and came back across the field and 

disappeared to the west. This high time flight was well 

worth losing the glider to me. 

While working in the Hobby Shop a new free flight kit 

came in. I just had to build it. Hugh and I used the "speed 

building" technique starting on Saturday and we were 

ready to fly it Sunday. The last thing to attach to the model 

was the pylon. I remember gluing the pylon on top of the 

fuselage on the way to the field, hoping that the glue 

would dry sufficiently to be able to fly. The model was 

powered by a new glow plug equipped Arden .09 which, 

for the first time in our experience, did not have wires 

going to an ignition system. We got to Falls Church High 

School and readied for the first test flight. A motorcyclist 

stopped by to see what was going on. The three of us were 

the only witnesses to the amazing but completely true 

events that followed. We started up the Arden and ran it 

wide open. The model took the launch straight out then 

arced up into a rapid climb. Just as the model was pointing 

straight up the wing and freshly glued pylon came off. The 

fuselage continued the straight up climb but it started 

rotating. The force of the torque wrung the horizontal 

stabilizer and fin off and the fuselage kept on climbing 

with the screaming Arden. With the increased speed of 

rotation the torque between the firewall and fuselage got 

to be too much so the fuselage dropped by the wayside. 

The Arden, with its built-in fuel tank, continued upward 

spinning at an even faster rate until centrifugal force 

starved the motor of fuel. When the Arden finally quit the 

air was filled with airplane parts fluttering gently down. 

The three of us were in complete stitches. We knew that 

nobody else would ever believe what had transpired, but 

it all happened just as described. 

A few years later I was flying a free flight at Chesterbrook 

in McLean. The free flight caught a boomer and went east. 

It came down in Crossman's field some 20 miles away. 

Joe Clawson, another free flight modeler, found my 

model and said I could come and get it. We were shown 

into Joe's workshop where we were just awed by the 

quality of his models. Joe became a machinist at the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the place of work for 

the best machinists in the country. Joe has attended AMA 

free flight nationals for years and he always places high. 

He has moved to Florida near a large vacant area where 

he still puts them up vertically. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The V-8 engine from stop #9 in the secretary’s article 

above.  Ken Hyde and Charlie Koustenis look on. 

 

 

FARM OFFICERS for 2019 

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Rothbart 703-327-0476 

Vice President  . . . . . . . . . Bill Towne 540-428-1053 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Killen 703-369-0807 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nic Burhans 540-349-2733 

Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . . Ernie Padgette 540-439-6085 

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Keith Crabill 703-929-5602  

Member at Large. . . . . . .  Charlie Koustenis 703-378-6214 

 

FARM Newsletter Staff 

 

Editor Jeff Killen 

 

Printer: None 

Manassas, VA 

 

The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It is 

mailed to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation are 

welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect 

those of FARM Inc.  Publishing deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please mail all input to: 

 

Jeff Killen     

10297 Woodmont Ct.  E-Mail: killenjeffrey@gmail.com    

Manassas, VA 20110-6164 

703-369-0807   Our web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com 
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