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This month is my turn to do the Corner, your club 

secretary. 

 

I was hoping to get out to the field for the club picnic and 

float fly, but have been under the gun lately with family 

medical issues for my wife’s family.  I know some of you 

are also living thru these seasons of life too.  It is a hard 

time.  My thoughts and prayers go out to any of you 

dealing with this. 

 

I was thinking I would write about what happened at the 

float fly, but since I was not there, I have to come up with 

something else.  So here goes. 

 

Perhaps the best option for an article would be some 

preliminary thoughts on the book “Birdmen” which I have 

been reading.  I am only about a third of the way thru the 

book, but there are lots of interesting things I have already 

seen. 

 

The book leads you through the lives of the Wright 

brothers and how they came to successfully create the first 

powered flying machine.  The author gives you an 

introduction to the family, and how that played into the 

character of the two brothers.   

 

One thing that interested me was how Wilbur worked with 

his father for several years dealing with a controversy in 

the church environment where his dad held leadership 

roles.  It seems that Wilbur learned how to be tenacious 

when going up against others of differing views.  This 

skill would serve him well when it came time to present 

the flying machine to other interested parties, including 

competitors, and potential purchasers of their invention. 

 

Another interesting thing is the general division of labor 

and skills between the brothers.  Wilbur was more of the 

planning, thinking, and conceptual problem solver.  

Orville was stronger at the basic mechanical, engineering 

and building aspects of the work. 

 

You may know that the brothers owned a bicycle shop in 

Dayton, Ohio.  Before the automobile became the key 

means of personal transportation in the USA, the bicycle 

was used in this way.  They became experts at solving 

problems with bicycles, and this experience was of great 

value when it came to designing and building an airplane. 

 

Wilbur’s ability to look at a problem and sort thru what 

would work and what would not is possibly the reason 

man has mastered the air.  He looked at things other 

pioneers in the field were doing, and could see their 

mistakes and had good ideas on his own.  He did this with 

airfoils, mathematical computations, steering the flyer, 

and many other aspects of mastering the flying problem. 

 

Among the pioneers in the field, some were willing to 

encourage the Wrights while others just wanted to steal 

their ideas and provide for themselves.  And some were 

just sore losers.  Among the helpers were Octave Chanute, 

a Frenchman.  One of the sore losers was Langley.  He 

was more focused on propulsion for an aircraft rather than 

how the aircraft flies.  He got a lot of government money 

but could not produce a flying machine.   

 

Another important competitor was Glenn Curtiss.  He had 

some skills in building engines.  At the point in the story 



 

 

I’m at, he seems to be willing to help the Wrights.  But, I 

understand that later he became one of their biggest 

opponents. 

 

Two other facts about the early years for the Wrights: 

- They were very secretive about their work 

- They had trouble convincing folks in the USA 

about what they had accomplished, and ended up 

selling initial rights to their work to the French. 

 

There is a lot more to come in this fascinating story.  I’ll 

plan on saying more later this year when I do another 

newsletter article. 

 

Fly safe, have fun!! 

 

Jeff Killen 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES – Upcoming Events 
Jeff Killen 

 

1. LCAA E-fly, at Banshee Reeks Park, 9:00 

AM, 7/24/2016 

2. Club Meeting, at the field, 7:00 PM, 7/26/2016 

3. Fun Fly #5, at the field, 1:30 PM, 8/7/2016 

4. National Model Aviation Day, 8/14/2016 

 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Jeff Killen  
 

The June club meeting was held on June 28 at the field.  

As I had a family activity that evening, I was unable to 

attend.  Thus, Nic Burhans provided the following notes.   

 

Pre-meeting Cook Out 
- Around 5:15 pm Bill Towne utilized the remaining food 

items from the Club’s 25 June picnic/Float Fly to provide 

a hamburger and brat cook-out for all those attending the 

club meeting.  

 

 

General 
- 14 FARM Club members and guests were present. 

- At 6:05 pm Club President, Dave Rothbart, called the 

meeting to order. 

- At 7:36 pm an abbreviated regular FARM Club 

meeting was resumed by the President: 

-- Thanks to Bill Towne for doing the bake out. 

 

Club Picnic/Float Fly 
Bill Towne discussed the picnic: 

---- We had a total of 53 pilots (air and surface) of which 

21 were FARM Club members and 32 were non-FARM 

Club members. 

---- We had a total of 53 non-pilots participate in the 

picnic lunch of which 19 were FARM Club family 

member and 34 were other observers of the day’s 

operations. 

---- We had plenty of “recovery” operations conducted by 

Ralph Graul throughout the day. 

---- We collected $100.00 and a food basket of non-

perishable food items for the Fauquier Community Food 

Bank.  (The $100 allows the food bank to purchase $400 

of food items.) 

 

Treasurer Report 
Nic Burhans noted the following: 

---- The club presently has 102 members (we gained one 

at the Float Fly)  

---- The Club picnic, overall, cost the club $122.60 

---- The Club presently has $3368.43 in the bank. 

---- The June and the Float Fly Treasurer Reports will be 

forwarded to the membership by email.  

 

Safety Officer Report/Reminders 
Gene Flynn noted the following: 

---- Don’t Taxi into the pit area (up the hill)! 

---- Make sure you set your receiver “Fail Safes”! 

---- If you are flying non-park flyer electrics, have an 

“Arming Plug”! 

---- Have a “Throttle Cut” on your transmitter (either a 

switch or a dial)! 

 

Flying Demonstration / Instruction on Pattern Flying 

- Due to the impending storm/thunder storm (on the visual 

horizon), it was decided that the meeting would go 

directly into the flying demonstration portion of Don 

Manson’s presentation on why a sport flyer should 

transition to a pattern contest Sportsman competitor. 

---- The everyday maneuvers (clime out, level flight, 

loops, rolls, Cuban eights, stall turns, split-S, landing, 

etc.) that a sport flyer utilizes were demonstrated in a 

pattern sequence format and judging requirements 

pointed out. 

- The discussion session was moved back to the club’s 

shelter where Don went over his paper “From Sport Flyer 



 

 

to Sportsman Competitor” which was published in the 

NSRCA K-Factor magazine (a copy of the article is on 

the FARM Club website). 

---- Why?  To become a better pilot, utilize all the control 

surfaces, have total control of your aircraft, to see your 

aircraft and what it is doing rather than just looking at it 

in the air. 

---- Equipment?  You don’t need a special aircraft.  

However, you do need a basic transmitter that has mixing 

capability. (The website noted in Don’s paper located on 

the club’s website has an extended equipment discussion.) 

---- What else does it take?  Precision and grace gained 

through flying the sequence over and over to make it flow.  

(Don’s paper on the Club website has where you can get 

a copy of the Sportsman flying sequence.) 

---- How to get started in competitions? You need a caller 

to help and review your flying.  Practice!  (Don’s paper 

on the Club website has where you can get a copy of the 

“How to practice” discussion by NSRCA.) 

---- What’s needed to get good scores?  (Again, Don’s 

paper on the Club website has where you can get a copy 

of the material about the sequences and their judging.) 

- Don further discussed what does/can go wrong when 

you are flying pattern sequences as pointed out in the 

(continued) portion of his paper (located on the Club 

website). 

- Before the rain arrived at the field, Don again did some 

demonstration flying to show some of the “mistakes” and 

answered questions. 

- Don’s bottom line is that “pattern flying” makes you a 

better pilot and gets you ready for your next “step-up” 

aircraft. 

 

At 7:48 pm the rain arrived at the club shelter and the 

FARM Club June Meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few pictures from the recent Float/Fun Fly 

and Picnic held at Lake Ritchie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Ernie Padgett flies an ultralight aircraft using R/C at 

our club field.   

FARM OFFICERS for 2016 
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Rothbart 703-327-0476 

Vice President  . . . . . . . . . Duane Beck 540-341-8458 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Killen 703-369-0807 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nic Burhans 540-349-2733 

Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . . Bill Towne 540-428-1053 

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Gene Flynn 540-937-4650  

Member at Large. . . . . . .  Charlie Koustenis 703-378-6214 
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The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It is 

mailed to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation are 

welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect 

those of FARM Inc.  Publishing deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please mail all input to: 

 

Jeff Killen     

10297 Woodmont Ct.  E-Mail: jeffkillen@verizon.net    

Manassas, VA 20110-6164 

703-369-0807   Our web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com 
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