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It’s that time of year again – building season.  The 

cold and windy weather makes this a good time to 

take a careful look at your planes, looking for any 

wear and tear, previously unnoticed damage, or loose 

linkages.  A year of accumulated hard landings and 

other knocks may have compromised structural 

integrity.  Take the time to repair or replace any 

damaged parts that might lead to problems later, or 

possibly cause an accident, and you’ll spend more 

time flying when the weather’s good.  Cycle batteries 

to make sure that they’re still at least 80% of rated 

capacity.  Replacing a poorly performing battery is 

good insurance and a lot cheaper than repairing or 

replacing a crashed airplane.  I put my primary 

sailplane in a tree during my last contest of 2014, 

which will need at least one flap servo replaced, a 

new flap linkage made, and the receiver battery 

replaced.  I also need to make some repairs to my 

backup contest sailplane and make a second ballast 

set.  Hopefully, I’ll be able to have them ready when 

contests start in May this year. 

 
For the sixth year, I’m mentoring a FIRST® Robotics 

Competition high school club.  FIRST® was founded 

by Dean Kamen (inventor of the Segway electric 

vehicle) to encourage students to pursue education 

and careers in science, technology, engineering, and 

math (STEM). While not strictly modeling-related, a 

lot of what I’ve learned building and flying model 

airplanes has been useful designing and building 

robots.  Each year, the Game Design Committee 

comes up with a game played by robots which the 

high school teams must design and build within a six-

week time frame.  This year, the game involves 

moving and stacking storage totes, recycling barrels, 

and pool noodles.  The robots can weigh up to 120 

pounds, operate autonomously by software on an 

onboard computer, and are remotely operated via 

WiFi connection from a laptop computer.  The build 

season is very intense, with little time remaining for 

much else.  It means I don’t have much of a model 

airplane building season, but hopefully the students 

benefit from the experience. 
 

It is my sad duty to report the passing of former club 

member, Don Seaborg.  He was my neighbor and 

helped me when I started flying R/C again with a 

GWS A-10.  Don was a patient and kind man who 

loved his family.  He was a true craftsman who not 

only meticulously built model airplanes, but made 

some of his own furniture, turned beautiful figured 

wood bowls, and loved gardening. Don had been in 

declining health for the past couple years, but 

succumbed to complications resulting from an injury 

sustained in a fall at home. 

 

Hope to see you at the field. 

 

 

Duane Beck 



 

 

 

 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
Jeff Killen 

 

Upcoming Events:  

1. Club Meeting, at the Warrenton Community 

Center, 7:00 PM, 1/27/2015 

2. West Potomac High School indoor fly-in, 9 

AM – 2 PM, 2/8/2015 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Jeff Killen  

 

2015 Board of Directors  

The following members will serve at the 2015 Board 

of Directors: 

Duane Beck - President 

Bill Towne – Vice President   

Nic Burhans - Treasurer   

Jeff Killen - Secretary 

Dave Rothbart – Safety Officer 

John Gilbert – Field Marshall 

Charlie Koustenis – Member at Large 

 

There is nothing new to report since the December 

Christmas party.  So lets move on to two other 

articles, one from Ron Coen, and the other from the 

Szczurs. 

 

 

REMEMBERING MY FRIEND 

Ron Coen 

 

I have been involved in model aviation for nearly 50 

years and it has provided many wonderful benefits.  

The best thing that I received from model aviation is 

the friendships I have made.  I am a lucky man.  I 

have three men who are really good friends, best 

friends actually.  One I met on my job and two I met 

in my participation in model aviation.  It was my 

great good fortune that one of those friends was Don 

Seaborg. Don was a long time FARM member.  Don 

died 12/23/14 after a struggle with Parkinson’s 

disease.  For those of you who didn’t know Don you 

missed out. He was a true gentleman.  He was a very 

gentle person and a real man. 

I met Don at a time when I was at a very low point in 

my participation in model aviation.  I was never a 

very good pilot and I was discouraged and ready to 

quit.  Don wasn’t a great pilot either, although he was 

always better than me.  I decided to build this little 

electric plane called Electric Kitten from plans I had 

seen in Model Aviation.  Don got interested and we 

both built the plane.  This was long before LIPO 

batteries and brushless motors. The Electric Kitten 

had a geared speed 400 and NiCad batteries but it 

flew great thanks to its designer, hall of fame 

modeler Fred Reese.  Over the years Don and I had 

hundreds of flights on those little planes.  I still have 

my Electric Kitten today and he had his when he got 

sick.  Don and I would go to the field on weekdays 

when no one was there and spend several hours 

flying our Kittens. Often I would bring a couple of 

cups of coffee and while waiting for batteries to 

charge we would sit, drink coffee, and talk and solve 

the world’s problems.   

 

Don helped me improve my flying skills.  During the 

early years I was so nervous when I flew that I would 

often have problems landing of controlling the plane. 

Don was just the opposite. He was a calm and 

thoughtful pilot.  Don would tirelessly walk out to 

the flight line with me and calm me down by calmly 

talking me through landings and other problems that 

I had from time to time.  He was never critical and 

always patient.  Because the Kittens were such gentle 

flyers we started flying in his backyard. We even put 

floats on them and utilized a small pond in back of 

his house as well as the pond on Rhynald’s property. 

Don was a very skilled woodworker.  I once gave 

him some black walnut logs from a tree that was 

blown over on my property.  He turned a beautiful 

wooden bowl on his lath and made a beautiful gavel 

out of part of the trunk which he gave me. They are 

cherished possessions that sit on my desk in my 

home office.  He also made a nice foot stool which 

my wife and I still use today.  Don was always 

making bird houses, stools, furniture, and other items 

for family and friends.  

 



 

 

Don was extremely devoted and fond of his family.  

He had five daughters and numerous grandchildren.  

I use to tease him that he had to be a patient man to 

live with six women.  He especially loved and was 

devoted to his wife Joan. 

 

In all the years I knew him I never once heard him 

complain and he never had a bad word to say about 

anyone.  A few times when I got angry at someone 

in the club he would hear me out and then encourage 

me to let it go.  

 

Don was an example of how to live with grace, 

dignity and kindness.  He was a great asset to the 

FARM club and model aviation.  Model aviation 

gave me one of the best friends I ever had and I will 

always miss him and  the time we spent flying and 

building together.  I know I will never fly a model 

airplane again without thinking of my friend Don 

Seaborg.  He was a real gentleman and a best friend. 

 

JOSEPH SZCZUR GOES TO F3P WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIPS (IN POLAND (14-21 

MARCH 2015) 
Don/Joseph Szczur 
 

Joseph has been working on a new F3P design which 

he calls "Lighting".  This could be a bit of play on 

words, but it is in fact very "light", at just under 70 

grams without battery.  We have been using Eflite 

150 batteries and Thunder Power 250 batteries which 

come in about 11 and 13 grams respectively.   So how 

do you construct one of these planes?  Very 

carefully.  Joseph has worked very hard over the 

holiday break to assemble an all-carbon fuselage for 

his next version which we expect will lower the 

weight by at least 5 to 6 grams.   The plane is covered 

in 2 mil mylar and is very fragile.  We had to build a 

box to transport it back and forth from the car 

because any wind, even just a 5 mile per hour wind 

will destroy the plane.   One of the biggest things that 

we are having to overcome is air currents.  There are 

several places which we have flown in but if there is 

any air conditioning on, its impossible to fly.  When 

I was preparing for the ETOC back in 2008 my 

sequence plane weighed about 6 ounces and air 

currents did not seem to bother it too much. I even 

remember flying outside on calm evenings. The F3P 

planes of today weigh a little over a third of that and 

only tolerate complete calm with regard to flying site 

location.  Joseph has also tried his hand at some prop 

carving- taking the weight down from 4 grams (GWS 

prop) down to under 2 grams for his glass-covered 

balsa prop experiment. 

  

The F3P team is pleased to announce a team raffle 

with some really great prizes. Spektrum DX-

9  Radio, Thunder Power Chargers, Fancy Foam and 

BNF UMX Airplanes, and more items added every 

week.   You can purchase raffle tickets at the F3P 

website located below.   There are also some other 

fundraising forums below which we provided links 

for.   Thanks for your support and see you at the field! 

FB page – https://www.facebook.com/f3pteamusa 

GSN Forum - 

http://giantscalenews.com/threads/gsn-lets-help-out-

the-2015-f3p-us-team-get-to-the-world-

championships.1210/page-2#post-33873 

FG Forum - 

http://www.flyinggiants.com/forums/showthread.ph

p?t=93799 

Team Website – www.teamusaf3P.com 

 
 

Lighting design by Joseph Szczur 
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Lighting design by Joseph Szczur 

weighs in at 68 grams ! 

FARM OFFICERS for 2015 
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Duane Beck 540-341-8458 

Vice President  . . . . . . . . . Bill Towne 540-428-1053 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Killen 703-369-0807 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nic Burhans 540-349-2733 

Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . . John Gilbert 540-428-2789 

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Dave Rothbart 703-327-0476  

Member at Large. . . . . . .  Charlie Koustenis 703-378-6214 

 

FARM Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor Jeff Killen 

 

Printer: UPS Store 

Manassas, VA 

 

The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It is 

mailed to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation are 

welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect 

those of FARM Inc.  Publishing deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please mail all input to: 

 

Jeff Killen     

10297 Woodmont Ct.  E-Mail: jeffkillen@verizon.net    

Manassas, VA 20110-6164 

703-369-0807   Our web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com 
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